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Who is Smart Growth America?

Smart Growth America is a national non-profit organization
dedicated to researching, advocating for, and leading coalitions to

bring smart growth practices to more communities nationwide.
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What is "smart growth?"

 Smart growth is a better way to build and
maintain our towns and cities.

* Smart growth means building urban, suburban
and rural communities with housing and
transportation choices near jobs, shops and
schools.

* This approach supports local economies and
protects the environment.

(actually, it’s the way we used to build our communities)



Patterns of development



Traditional town plan

Mixed-use

Compact

Buildings of several stories

Blocks with multiple
building types

. ® Street grid
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A traditional urban plan:
Colonial Williamsburg

major roads

public building sites

six-foot front setback
on which buildings were to front

. . . compact development

America in the 17t century
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William Penn’s plan of the City of Philadelphia. The idea of straight streets and rectangular blo
out curves or Ciagonals has been carried out in the enlarged city, while the system of small pa
not.

America in the 17" century Philadelphia, PA
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America in the 19" century

Manhattan, Kansas 1879
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Industrial
Commercial -
Residential

We got modern zoning

Fragmented land use

Drive-only

Courtesy of Walter Kulash, Glatting Jackson
Kercher Anglin Lopez Rinehart.




... and the
automobile. ..

(and the interstate
highway program, and
new federal programs
for homebuilding, and
new rules for capital

depreciation . . . )
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“Walmart Supercenter, an archeiypdl big box store,

i Ison Heights, Virginia.”
(from edia entry for “Big-box store




Photo: By TheRTP 3 —

From: http://dilemma-x.net/2012/11/10/research-triangle-park-unveils-new-master-plan/
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Figure 2

Social Determinants of Health
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Benefits: Health

Risk of obesity:

Increases Decreases 4.8%
6% for each for each
hours spent in additional
a car. kilometer
walked.

Frank, L., et. al. (2004). Obesity Relationships with Community Design, Physical Activity, and Time Spent in Cars. American Journal of
Preventative Medicine 27(2).
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Benefits: Health

. Comparing Bicycling and Walking to
States with the lowest Diabetes Rates in 50 States

13%

levels of biking and

walking have, on

2
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average, the highest

rates of obesity,

% of trips to work by bicycle or foot
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diabetes, and high

blood pressure.

Sources: BRFSS 2009, ACS 2009 Note: r « -0.63.



Benefits: Health
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Benefits: Health

A 30-minute round-trip
bicycle commute is associated
with better mental health in

men.

People who live in walkable
neighborhoods get more
exercise than those who do

not.




Benefits: Health

One third of regular
transit users meet
the minimum daily
requirement for
physical activity
during their

commute.
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Principles of smart growth
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Ten Principles

. Mix land uses

. Take advantage of compact design

. Create a range of housing opportunities and choices

. Create walkable neighborhoods

. Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place

. Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental

areas

. Direct development towards existing communities
8.
9.

Provide a variety of transportation choices

Make development decisions predictable, fair, and cost effective

10. Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in development

decisions
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2. Take advantage of compact design
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3. Create a range of housing opportunities




We’ve got the wrong housing stock
for the 215t century

39



Occupied Housing Demand-Supply
Mismatch 2011

B Attached
[ Small Lot
B Conventional

Thousands

Demand Difference

Source: Adapted from American Housing Survey 2011 by Arthur C. Nelson, University of Arizona.




4. Create walkable neighborhoods




“Americans Prefer to Live in Mixed-Use,
Walkable Communities”

-- National Association of Realtors
(October 2013):

78 percent say neighborhood is more important than the

size of the house

Fifty-seven percent would forego a home with a larger yard

if it meant a shorter commute to work

Source: Oct. 2013 Consumer survey conducted for the National
Association of Realtors






5. Foster distinctive, attractive
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6. Preserve open space, farmland,

natural beauty, and Crltl al'environmental areas
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7. Direct development towards
existing communities
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so how much space? based on a survey of all

properties, vacant l*d and buildings totals 328 VACANCY,
acres 2014

Vacant parcels in

: Il vacant building
Macon Georgia

01 23435 B vacantland
[ - rail




nd

Dan Burde

Photo:



Transportation choices
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9. Make development decisions
predictable, fair, and cost effective

If you want it, make it easy

56



Improve
processes to
facilitate the

outcomes you
want

Example:
Form-based Code

Simplified land-use
regulations,
predictable outcomes
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Example:
Form-based Code

Simplified land-use
regulations,
redictable outcomes

B. BuiLbinG ENVELOPE STANDARDS: MAIN STREET SITES
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10. Encourage community and stakeholder
collaboration in development decisions

.




of streets?




Collaboration







Baton Rouge Sustainable
Transportation Advisory Committee

AARP of Louisiana

Advocacy Center of Louisiana

Bike Baton Rouge

Baton Rouge Mayor’s Office Healthy City
Initiative

Baton Rouge Federation of Civic
Association

Baton Rouge Area Chamber

OLOL Regional Medical Center

Baton Rouge General

Southern University of BR (HBCU)

Louisiana State University

Councilwoman Donna Collins-Lewis
(Chair of STAC)

Federation of GBR Civic Assoc.

Civil Solutions Consulting Group, Inc.

(DBE)

Reliant Transportation (Human Services
Transit provider)

Rev. Patrick Mascarella (advocate for
blind and seeing impaired)

American Heart Association

Downtown Development District

Mid City Redevelopment Alliance

Forum 35 (Young professional leadership
organization)

Catholic Charities

Gardere Initiative

Cedar Terrace Homeowners Association
(low-income neighborhood)

Melrose Homeowners Association (low-
income neighborhood)
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